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: lee the Fwe Olymptc ngs from whioh they dmw thelr color and insptrahon Fuwa will serve as the
Official Mascots of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, carrying a message of friendship and peace -- and good
wishes from China -- to children all over the world.

Each of Fuwa has a rhyming two-syllable name -- a traditional way of expressing affection for children
in China. Beibei is the Fish, Jingjing is the Panda, Huanhuan is the Olympic Flame, Yingying is the Tibetan
Antelope and Nini is the Swallow. When you put their names together -- Bei Jing Huan Ying Ni -- they say
"Welcome to Beijing," offering a warm invitation.
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In China's traditional culture and art, the fish and water
designs are symbols of prosperity and harvest. And so Beibei
carries the blessing of prosperity. A fish is also a symbol of
surplus in Chinese culture, another measure of a good year
and a good life.

The ornamental lines of the water-wave designs are taken
from well-known Chinese paintings of the past. Among Fuwa,

Beibei is known to be gentle and pure. Strong in water sports,
she reflects the blue Olympic ring.

Jingjing makes children smile and that's why he brings
the blessing of happiness wherever he goes. You can see his
joy in the charming naivety of his dancing pose and the lovely
wave of his black and white fur. As a national treasure and a

protected species, pandas are adored by people everywhere.
The lotus designs in Jingjing's headdress, which are inspired by
the porcelain paintings of the Song Dynasty (A.D.960-1234),
symbolize the lush forest and the harmonious relationship
between man and nature. Jingjing was chosen to represent our
desire to protect nature's gifts -- and to preserve the beauty of
nature for all generations. He is an athlete noted for strength who
represents the black Olympic ring.





[image: image3.jpg]run faster, jump higher and be stronger, he is also open and inviting. Wherever
the light of Huanhuan shines, the inviting warmth of Beijing 2008 -- and the
wishful blessings of the Chinese people -- can be felt. The fiery designs of his
head ornament are drawn from the famed Dunhuang murals -- with just a touch
of China's traditional lucky designs. Huanhuan is outgoing and enthusiastic.He
excels at all the ball games and represents the red Olympic ring.
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Like all éﬁfelopes, Yingying is fast and agile and can swiftly cover great
stretches of land as he races across the earth. the antelope carries the
blessing of health, the strength of body that comes from harmony with nature.
Yingying's flying pose captures the essence of a species unique to the Qinghai
-Tibet Plateau, one of the first animals put under protection in China. The

selection of the Tibetan Antelope reflects Beijing's commitment to a Green

Olympics. His head ornament incorporates several decorative styles from the
Qinghai-Tibet and Sinkiang cultures and the ethnic design traditions of Western

China. Strong in track and field events, Yingying is a quick-
witted and agile boy who represents the yellow Olympic ring. S ‘ ,bi _,.:/
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Every spring and summer, the children of Beijing have flown
beautiful kites on the currents of wind that blow through the capital. Among the
kite designs, the golden-winged swallow is traditionally one of the most popular.
Nini's figure is drawn from this grand tradition of flying designs. Her golden wings
symbolize the infinite sky and spread good-luck as a blessing wherever she flies.
Swallow is also pronounced "yan" in Chinese, and Yanjing is what Beijing was
called as an ancient capital city. Among Fuwa, Nini is as innocent and joyful as

a swallow. She is strong in gymnastics and represents the green Olympic ring.
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China is closer than you think...

A 12 to 14 hour direct flight from any major U.S cities will take you
to Beijing, Shanghai or Hongkong. The airfare is only $1000 on
average and can be as low as $600 during non-peak seasons.

The expenses within China will be low due to a strong US dollar
compared to the Chinese currency. Go now and you won't regret it!

Take the challenge and explore...

If discovering one of the oldest cultures is not the best reason for
you to visit China, think about the delicious food, precious arts &
crafts, and beautiful oriental sceneries you'll be exposed to during
this adventure. First-timers could start with some of the most
popular tourist places including: Beijing — the red capital with the
Forbidden City and the Great Wall, Shanghai - the economic center
representing @ modern Chinese city, Huangzhou and Suzhou -
modern cities adjacent to Shanghai with well-preserved traditional
landscaped Gardens, and Xi'an - the capital of 6 Chinese Dynasties

with its rich history museum and the Army of Terracotta Warriors.
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pollution and crowdedness. However,

Chinese people are extremely friendly
and hospitable to foreigners. The
following tips may help you better enjoy
your trip: If you know someone who's

Chinese or has been to China, talk to
/ them about the country. They will be
very happy to provide you with a lot of information and even
arrange some help for you while you are in China. Through
the help of your Chinese friends or their network of friends,
you will be much more likely to develop an efficient travel
plan, enjoy the best authentic food and find best deals for
souvenirs. Work with your travel agent or airline company to
arrange an itinerary that allows you to arrive in one city and
depart from a different city in China. The could allow you to
tour more places and save you both time and money. Within
China, travelling by train is a great way to travel — the prices
are affordable and you will be able to see the country. A good
choice is first-class train ticket, a choice that will provide
comfort and safety at only half the price of an airline ticket.
Spend some time finding out information about other people’s
traveling experiences. The internet is a good place to start.
A quick Google search could help you locate previous
travelers’ stories and advice. The time is now to travel to

China! An experience of a lifetime that you won'’t regret.

For veterans, you could further explore the culture and society in places such as Chonging with the Yangzi River and Three-Gorge

Dam, Kunming and the Karst Stone Forest, Guilin and the Terraced Hills nearby, Yellow mountain, amongst the many other beautiful

places in this large county...




